Additional information CIN Grant option 5 (Research project)

Who can apply?
Applications may be submitted by assistant or associate professors affiliated with FPN, MHeNs or the Brain & Nerve Centre. This option is not available for full professors, nor to any individual who has received an NWO Open Competition XS grant in the past two years. The proposal must involve a collaboration between at least two core CIN partners. The applicants are allowed to complement the team with additional (non-CIN) institutes.

Scope of the research
The proposed project must fall within the broad field of neuroscience and, specifically, focus on the rapid exploration of a novel and promising research idea. Projects funded through this option are expected to be curiosity-driven and innovative, with a high-risk / high-gain character. The aim is to generate preliminary data or proof-of-concept results that can form the basis for larger external funding applications or new interdisciplinary research directions.

Funding
The grant provides EUR 50,000 in project funding for a project with a maximum duration of 24 months. The budget may include personnel costs (e.g., temporary research assistance), research expenses, or other project-related costs, provided that these are clearly justified in the budget overview.

Objective
This grant option aims to support researchers in rapidly testing innovative ideas that have the potential to open new research directions in neuroscience. The scheme is intended to provide the flexibility needed to explore unconventional or high-risk concepts that may not yet be competitive for larger external funding schemes.

The application must be written in English (to allow non-Dutch speaking experts to review the grant). The application cannot exceed 2 A4 pages. A budget (see above) must be included.




CIN GRANT APPLICATION FORM
Option 5: EUR 50,000 Research Project Innovation Grant
 
Section A. General Information
A1. Application details
Project title: [Insert]
Duration (max 24 months): [Insert]
Grant option: EUR 50,000 Early-Career Innovation Grant
Applicant (Assistant/Associate Professor): [Insert]
Faculty / Institute: [Insert]
Collaborating partners: [Insert]
 
A2. Public summary (max 100 words)
Provide a brief non-technical summary suitable for publication on the CIN website.
[Insert summary – max 100 words]
 
A3. Budget Overview
Total requested: EUR 50,000
	Cost category
	Description
	Amount (€)

	
	
	

	
	
	


Total requested from CIN: € _______
Personnel requested? ☐ Yes ☐ No
 If yes, specify: ___________________
 
A4. Budget Justification & Feasibility (max 150 words)
Provide a clear and specific explanation of:
· How funds will be used, and how this enables rapid exploration
· Feasibility within the timeframe
[Insert]
 


Section B. Scientific Proposal (max 2 pages)
B1. Scientific proposal
1. Background and innovative idea
 [Insert]
2. Research questions
 [Insert]
3. Curiosity-driven / high-risk aspect
 [Insert]
4. Methods and timeline
 [Insert]
5. Inter-faculty added value
 [Insert]
6. Expected breakthrough potential and next-step funding
 [Insert]
 
 
Section C. Reference List
[Insert references – not included in page limit]






